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CORONAVIRUS — MASKS — CHILDREN — YEARS 3–7 
Petition 

HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [1.02 pm]: On behalf of Hon Sophia Moermond, I present 
a petition containing 189 signatures couched in the following terms — 

To the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia in 
Parliament assembled. 
We the undersigned are opposed to the mandate for children in Year 3 to Year 7 to wear masks in any setting. 
Since the first case of Covid was reported in Australia in January 2020, there have been approximately 
3 million cases of Covid and 5000 deaths. 0–9 year olds make up 6.6% of cases and 10–19 year olds make 
up 8.6% of cases; the risk of transmission in these age groups is low. The severity of Covid in these age 
groups is even lower and the now dominant variant, Omicron, further reduces the risks for children. The 
statistics do not support the need for the directive nor do they outweigh the developmental risks associated 
with mask wearing. The practicalities of small children wearing masks also makes the exercise futile; to 
enunciate and participate in the classroom properly requires the removal masks, children will be mixing 
closely with friends outside the classroom with no masks, and the effectiveness and safety of masks relies 
on the wearer’s ability to refrain from touching it and handle it in a sanitary matter. 
We therefore ask the Legislative Council to request that the Government of Western Australia and any 
other necessary bodies or people immediately revoke the directive for children from Year 3 to Year 7 to 
wear masks in any setting. 
And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[See paper 1160.] 
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